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SIX, 


OU R amphlet being written in a 
$74 candid manner juſtly requires a Can- 
a9 did reply; and ſuch an one I hope 
5 Gob will enable me to make to your 
remarks, That we are both agreed in the eſſen- 
tials of religion, I think there is no reaſon to 

doubt; therefore it is matter of concern to me to 
take up my pen againſt one whom I eſteem a real 
follower and diſciple of the ſame bleſſed Maſter, 


A 2 in 


la) 
in whoſe ſteps I deſire to walk, and whoſe"eom. 
mon cauſe it ſhould be our united endeavour to 
promote. I cannot therefore help ſaying, that it 
is pity you ever raiſed a controverfy about a point 
Which you yourſelf allow to be no ways neceſſary 
to ſalvation, which you confefs to have been the 
belief of the greateſt and beſt men of our Church, 
and which may, and certainly will, give a handle 
t the enemies of inward experimental Chatti. 
anity, to rejoice that any diviſion is made be- 
"tween thoſe who are fellow-pilgrims in that ſtrait 
and narrow path which leadeth unto life. 

I know not that I have any where afſertþd in 
Pietas Oxonienſis that no one can be a child of 
God who denies the doctrines of abſolute Election 
and final Perſeverance; but the contrary is evi- 
. dently implied in that pamphlet; and very ho- 
norable mention made of Gentlemen whoſe Prin- 
; ciples i in the point of Predeſtination coincide with 
your own; I mean Meſſrs F— x, Gs and Ds, 
whoſe mortified: exemplary lives, and zealous 
 Indefatigable labors for the ſalvation of loſt ſin- 
ners, make them dear to me as my qwn ſoul, in 

ht of any ſittle differences in Eircutnſtahial 

at ch bete may be between us. 50 bent 
hes ness however tllat T have Iwelt uch 
longer upon che doctrines of Tovertign Grace in 
* Pilial Oxanienft; than I Hrſt intended; but! 
-Fopnd marter flow fo faft upon me, and 65 many 
50 fron authorities from our Reformiers to ſupport 

*Iiidle « doctrines, chat I Knew not where to ſtop: 
beſides, 


of 


beſides; when I reflected on the exceeding, | hard | 


treatment which, the young men had met with in 
being ſhamefully expelled the U=——=y for hold- 
ing hat manifeſtly appeared to me the plaid, 
indubitable, received doctrines of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, and what they who expelled them had 


Z 


I could not be top explicit upon the point in 
queſtion :. but you, Sir, by endeavouring to ſub- 
vert the teſtimonies Which I have brought, have 
furniſhed our adverſaries wirh a ſword; and there 


is no doubt but they will make uſe of it, unkſs 
it en out of their hands. e 
5 e oe: Sosa apalnſt the young men, 
you acquieſce with me, (and you obſerve that all 
conſiderate people do the ſame,) that they were 
illegal, and ſevere beyond meaſure; you lament 
with me the great corruption, both in docttine 
and manners, which hath roo generally overſpread 
the Clergy of our day; and you intirely agree 
with me on the abſolute neceſſity of heart- con- 
verſion, or being, born again of the Spirit, and 
of look ing for ſalvation by faith alone in a cru- 
cified Redeemer; ſo that it is ſolely about the 
doctrine of abſolute Election that we differ: yer, 
as you, have attempted to prove agaiolh, Pirtas 
| Oxonienfis that this was not the doftrine of the 


primitive Church, nor is that of the Articles and 


e of . Church of England,, J's am E 
A0Ft 0 444.5 7 is TB nt; - kipd 


ſo)emn]y.bound themſelves to defend; Thought 


K © 3 
kind of neceſſity of making this public reply to 
the contents of your Letter. 
I confeſs to you, Sir, that for ſome years after 
I had been awakened to a ſenſe of my loſt eſtate 
by nature and practice, I was a warm advocate 
for the fame principles you eſpouſe; but ĩt pleaſed 
Gop to give me ſuch ſights of the utter depravity 
of my. own heart, and proneneſs to evil, that I 
walked in continual bondage of ſpitit, and fears 
of being totally caſt away. I ſaw, that if my 
firſt turning from nature to grace had depended 
on my own will, that I never ſhould have turned 
but from one ſin to another. I ſaw moreover; 
that if my ſtanding in grace depended on my own 
improvement of that grace, that I had forfeited 
the divine favor again and again; therefore could 
I find no reſt for the ſole of my foot in the view 
of the formidable enemies I had to encounter, 
till being beaten out of every other refuge, I bes 
held the glory, ſtability, and abſolute certainty 
of the Covenant of Grace; that the fulfilment of 


£4 
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As it is to be lamented that you ever begun a, controverſy 
about theſe points at all, ſo more particularly that you have 
taktd"p'the aſhes of that holy venerable man Mr Jou 
Cav, and laid your' finger upon the only blot which ma- 
lice itſelf can diſcover in his character; I mean his conſenting 
to the burning of MicnaxL SEN VRN uSs; though ãt is the higheſt 
injuſtice to make this the act of Carvin alone, which was done 
by order of the Magiſtrates of Geneva, and common conſent of 
the Helvetian Churches, and that at a period when they were 
juſt viſing ont of the darkneſs of popery, and were but too muck 
attached to the violent principles of the Romiſn ſuperſtition. 


. 

t depended on God's faithfulneſs, nbt on mitte; 
and yet that I ſhould be faithful, because the 6ath 
and promiſe of JISπ,6i)nan were engaged to keep 
me fo. Upon no other plan than that of ſove- 
reign grace, could I ſte why the vileſt of ſinners 
were frecquehtiy quickned and changed, whilſt 
many of the ſober decent part of mankind were 
left in darkneſs and ignorance of themſelves and 
of Cyw1s7, Nay, upon no other plan could I poſ- 
fibly exclule boafting, or ſay it is not of works, that 
it might be of grace ; for if a like meaſure, or if I 
may be allowed the expreſſion, a ſalvable mea- 
fure of grace was communicated to all; then, in 
fuch as are faved, nature made a good uſe of 
grace, which is more abſurd than to ſay a barren 
land improved the manure put upon it, or that a 
lothe ſom 5 gave virtue to the medicines 
which healed it. But if the will of every man 
fince the fall is wholly corrupt and apoſtate, then 
what is there in any one that cauſes him to awake 
and aecept the offers of ſalvation more than an- 
other? How can every heart be enmity againſt 
Go, if one heart receives the tenders of mercy, 
and another refifts them? Is one man naturally 
better than another? Has one more power in 
himſelf than another ? or can that be called ſav- 
ing grace, which does not overcome its oppoſite 
principle of corruption? . 
II it be anſwered, no; all grace, at göodneßd, 
all power flows from Gov: alone, and man hath 
nothing but evil in himſelf ; then this conceſſidn 
A 4 in 


649 


in Pe eſtabliſhes, the doctrines J contend 
for,, Mag 1 into the duſt. All works 
re exclur leg. F Eree will is loſt. in free grace, 
Shy, is 8 eyerlaſtingly ſecured, 


and C CHRIST alone. exalted, It £0) tg bY HAY IOW : 
* Again, ler_it be conſidered. that through the 
utter depravity which came by original lin, there 
is an inveterate hatred and obſt Inacy. in every 
man againſt the ways, truths, and people of 
Gov. This you will allow if you, knoy. any 
ching of yourſelf. Now we ſee this obſtinacy 
overcome in ſome, and not in others. But to 
What is it owing, that! it is overcome in any, to 
themſelves, or to grace ? ? You dare not ſay, to 
themſelves: If you ſay, to grace; then I ſay 
again, could not grace as eaſily have overcome 
ic in others? You will anſwer,” yes; but the love 
o ſin prevailed, But had you, Sir, naturally a 
5 ove, for [i fin than any ſoul now in hell? Nay, 
is there a ſin that ever was committed but the 
eee it are in your nature? Let yqu, have 
been followed with convictions, whilſt others are 
Kh at alle p 1 in carnal ſecurity; vou are quickened, 
renewed, chi 9, and. made partaker of a divine 
Natures: whilſt t ey.remain in their natural ſtate 
of, enmity and, alicnation from God. O then, 
Sire. give the. praiſe to, ſovereign grace. Lay 
* your, mouth in the duſt, ; Away with thoſe ſpe- 
cious pretences, of vindicating the mercy, good- 
PAL and juſtice of, Gow by your, univerſal plan, 
for if if you allow. man to have no power, and Gon 
to 


*) 
to have alu power, however little you may be 
awart of it, you as much attribute ſal vation to 
ſovereigtt grace as any Calviniſt upon earth; and 
al} that-gilded reaſoning and mincing of the truth, 
which you call ſpeaking bumbiy and modeftly, comes 
at laſt to this; . They who periſh could not have 
been ſaved without a ſufficient meaſure of grace 
« to have conquered; the corruption of. their na- 
ture and the hardneſs of their hearts; Gop 
er could have giyen them! this meaſure of grace, 
«but it was not. the good pleaſure of bis will. 
« My. nature was the ſame as theirs, but I am 
< ſaved, and they are loſt,” How infinitely 
4 juſt wouldſt thou, O Lokp, have been, if thou 
<« hadſt left me and the whole world to periſh, 
e ſince all were under fin through the transgreſ- 
< How of Adam! How infinitely merciful art thou 
«that any are ſaved, eſpecially . that I am ſaved, 
through the redemption ys is in cl HRIST 
„Jesus our Lox p!“ 
And now, Sir, how can a poor ry j heavy- 
laden ſinner find comfort for his ſoul upon any 
other foundation? Talk about grace and the love 
of Go b as much as ever you pleafe, you abfo- 
lutely muſt, upon your ſcheme, make ſalvation 
depend upon the fickle perverſe will of the apoſ- 
tate creature, and not upon the eternal unchange- 
able will, purpoſe, and love of IE OVA. 
Upon your ſcheme, the precious blood of the 
Lamb may have been ſhed in vain for millions 
of ſinners; nay, it muſt after all hang upon 
6 worſe 


WAI 
worſe than a -peradyenture whether one ſingle 
ſinner will be ſaved by it. If you fly to the laſt 
Arminian reſourſe, and ſay, Gov foreknew that 
many would repent, and believe che goſpel; 
then, here again you eſtabliſh ſalvation upon 
works foreſeen, upon ſome merit and goodneſs 
in one more than another: beſides, granting that 
many would repent and believe; yet where muſt 
this faith and repentance come from? They grow 
not in nature's foil. If you ſay, with the ſerip- 
tures, They are the gift of Gop to the unde- 
„ ſerving;” a man can no more believe or repent 
by his on will or power, than he can create 4 
world, and the ſame hand which planted theſe 
graces, muſt cheriſh them every moment; then, 
though perhaps without being aware of it, you 
immediately eſtabliſh the doctrines of Election 
and Perfeverance, and all glory is Wu _ 
glory alone is due. 0 

1 would not have been fo odds Wag. 
ing theſe arguments in ſupport of the doctrines 
of ſovereign irreſiſtible grace, if I had not been 
addreſſing myſelf to one whoſe mind I believe to 
be really enlightened by the gracious working of 
_ Gov's Spirit; well knowing, that fuch things muſt 
ever appear fooliſhneſs to the natural man, who is 
totally ignorant of that myſtery of iniquity, and 
thoſe depths of fin, corruption, blindneſs, en- 
mity, and alienation from Gop, which are in 
him. But I would intreat you well to examine 
whether it i is not a want of ſearching more deeply 

into 


un. ) 
into thaſe chambers of imagery which are in the 
heart, that creates a prejudice in you againſt the 
doctrines in diſpute. Look well if you are in- 
wardly convinced of the total depravity of human 
nature ſince the fall; that ** the carnal mind. is 
<« enmity itſelf againſt Gp; that in us, that is 
in our fleſh, dwelleth no good. thing;“ but that 
<« every imagination of the thoughts of man's 
heart is only evil continually.” I am the more 
earneſt, i in requeſting you to make this trial, be- 
cauſe I.can ſay from my own experience, that years 
after I had. been awakened, whilſt with my, mouth 
I acknowledged the belief of original ſin, I really 
did not know the power of it in my heart; and 
was, without ſuſpecting it, too proud, and too 
full of ſelf-love and ſelf. ſaficieney, 10 ſtop to 
ſo. humbling a doctrine: and I am well con- 
vinced that it is a root of this fame pride, ſelf- 
love, and ſelf-ſufficiency which lies canketing at 
the bottom of all the cavils which, are formed 
againſt the doctrine of Predeſtination; and that 
if a man did but know and feel himſelf to be ab- 
folutely 4, he would ſoon fee that nothing but 
an abſolute. remedy could fave him: fo that I in- 
tirely agree with you that that the darling paſ- 
« fion of ſelf-love is a very infinuating gueſt; and 
ti that nothing leſs than an underftanding/ ſpiri- 
* tually 122 can 2 GE Ope- 
4% rations.” iS DOS £4210 
Once more; It cannot be e but that 
they who deny Election and Perſeverance, muſt 


exalt 


(180 ] : 
exalt free will above ftee grace. Free grace, 
 fay they, offers ſalvation to all, but God does 
not irreſiſtibly compel any to accept it;“ ſo 
chat the offer is ſtill in vain, unleſs free-will = 
the finiſhing ſtroke and crown the work; 
has yet whereof to boaſt and glory, and 5 
of thoſe apoſtolic words, « of his own will begat 
5 he us,” we might more juſtly ſay, by: our 
% will begat we ourſelyes.” Nay, even the 
Phariſee's,. Gov, I thank thee,” ſhould be 
changed for, God, I thank wh not; for 
* though the grace is thine, the improvement 
* and perfecting thereof appertaineth to me 
alone: thy grace met with ſomething in my 
* heart which cheriſhed it, and made it a wel- 
dome inhabitant there.” This language is ea- 
hy denied in words, but it is as clear as logic 


can make it, that it muſt be the language of 


every heart, where the doctrines of ſovereign 
grace are not believed; which the more eſtab- 
liſnes the aſſertion before made, that want of 
ſufficient acquaintance with the fallen ſtate of 
man is the true cauſe of all the oppoſition made 
againſt theſe truths ; and this appears the more 
evidemtly, in that many who have been ſtrong 
ohjectors againſt particular redemption, inſtead 
-obfinking deeper and deeper into ſelf - humiliation, 
and: getting growing experience of their own 
corrupt ſinful hearts, have come to conceit that 
they have no ſin nor corruption left in them. 
But, to ſay nothing to ſuch deluded perſons, let 


(a3 
me aſle what good che offer of grace will do any 
man, without a power to accept it? H Þ was: to 
tell a man without legs that if he would get up 
and walk he ſhould have a large ſum of money. z 
and if. to make the matter the more ſpecious, I 
was to add, that it ſhould! be freely given him, 
what would all this profit him? Alas might 
he not ſay, you do but mock me with your 
offer, whilſt I have no ability to ariſe and 
*< walk.” Again, was I to offer liberty to a poor 


captive, upon condition that he would ſhake off 
his fetters and come out of Jail. Might he not 


juſtly reply, . Yau ſee that ] am faſt bound with 
jron chains, and the priſon · doors are ſhut; unleſs 
therefore you will open the doors of the pri- 
„ ſon- houſe, and break theſe chains from my 
feet, I cannot poſſibly. come forth, notwith- 
* ſtanding your offer of deliverance.“ And can 
a ſoul that is faſt bound in miſery and iron, or 
us our collect expreſſes it, “ is tied and bound 
with the chain of its ſins,“ ſet itſelf at liberty, 
notwithſtanding any tenders of freedom, unleſs 
the Son of Gop himſelf break the bonds, un- 
looſe the priſon · door, and bring the capti vd out? 
J mention this to ſhew the contradictioms and 
abſurdities Which men of Arminian principles 
muſt neceſſariiy fall: iato when they talk abaut 
grace) as alſo to prove this hypotheſis, namieiy, 
that admitting the fact of human nature being 
totally corrupt, the doctrine of Election and final 
Ferſeverance 3 are eſtabliſhed in an inſtant. a 
| n 


Dr > 


. 

77 An head-Calvinift is good for nothing. It is 
neither books, preaching, nor the determinations 
of others, can teach à man the truth to any fav- 
ing purpoſe: the almighty Spirit of GOD muſt 
preach to his heart, and diſcover him to himſelf, 
elſe it is of very ſmall import what his tenets are. 
And this may well aceount for any abuſe we ſee 
made of the doctrine of Election; which, as you 
well obſerve, is no argument againſt the truth of 
ity but whoſoever hath been taught of Gov, 
will — keep in view the inſeparable contledtiba 
there is between the end and the means; and 


that none are predeſtinated to eternal life, but 


ſueh as are predeſtinated to be conformed to the 
image of Gop's dear Son (whatever rubs and falls 
they may at times meet with) in their way to that 
life; "A Predeſtination this very different from 
Turkiſh Deftiny, which Excludes the uſe” of all 


means whatever. 


But if we impartially look around us, and ex- 
amine whether men of Arminian Principles or 
Calviniſtical live the moft holy lives, or among 
which the ſpirit of perſecution is moſt viſible, I 
believe you will readily acquieſce' with me on 
which Ride the ſeale preponderates; fince all care- 
leſs ſinners, and all ſelf-righteous formal pro- 
feflors among Proteſtants, together with the 


while body of Papiſts, as well as they who ſo 


ſeverely bilden the young men at Oxford, are 
with one conſent enemies to the doctrine of abſo- 
lute 1 Which, by the way, is no mean 


proof 


( us ) 

prof of the truth of. it; -and:is:certainly a grand 
confirmation of the argument before inſiſted on, 
namely, that ſelf - ignorance, and want of an 
heart - felt knowledge of the real ſtate of man; 
as being totally at enmity with his Maker, and 
having neither will, deſire, nor power to return 
to him, is the mother of all oppoſition againſt 
the ſovereignty of divine grace in Election. 

, Hitherto, Sir, 1 have brought no arguments to 
refute what you have alledged againſt the doctrine 
of ahſolute Predeſtination, as being the certain be- 


lief of the Church of Exgland; nor ſhall I bring 


any, till I have ſpoken a few words in anſwer to 
one of the moſt palpable falſhoods that ever ap- 
peared i in print, I mean your quotation from Bp 
FowLER, wherein that prelate has the boldneſs to 
aſſert, that ** the doctrine of abſolute Predeſtina- 
tion never gained any conſiderable credit in 
6c any church in the world for the firſt, fifteen 
* hundred years. Whereas the contrary doc- 
© trine, was never doubted of by the Fathers of 
« the firſt three hundred years, and is as ex- 
0 pteſsly aſſerted in the moſt ancient Confeſliqns' 
« of the reformed Churches beyond ſea, and alſo 
« jn the Articles, Homilies and Carcehiln of que. 
| Church.“ = Het Is bits > nat 2155 


He might with, 15 much truth have ſaid, that 


the Trinity in Unity was never heard of Ul, ebe 4 


fiteench, century ; or, as ſome. of the Papiſts 


have had the aſſurance to aſſert, that the. doctrine 


of A real preſence was never queſtioned till that 
time. 


( 36 ) 

time. For ſo far is this declaration of his Lord- 
> —— true ſtate of the caſe, that the 
doctrine of abſolute Election was very little if at 
all oppoſed, till PRI AOUs himſelf, about the 
fourth century, broached his hereſy, part of which 
conſiſted in the denial of Predeſtination and final 
Perſeverance. But it pleaſed Gop to ſtir up 
St Aucusrixz to write” againſt” this Heretic in 
defence of theſe doctrines; whereupon he and all 
his adherents were excommunicated by the whole 
catholic Church. And by theſe means, ſaith the 
great Doctor Owen, ſpeaking of the ſame doc- 
rrines, “they received that light and eftabliſh- 
<< ment,” as for many ages the C Church remained 
«in the quiet poſſeſſion and belief of them; 
«until of late the Jeſuits, Socinians, and Kite 

< others, conſpired again to ſupplant them T.“ 
The pious and learned Biſhop BZvkRNIDE is 
alſo very particular in vouching to the antiquity 
of the doctrine of abſolute Predeſtination, in his 
Expoſition of the ſeventeenth Article of our 
Church, from which I extract the following quo- 
tations. That prelate, having proved his point 
from the Oracles of Truth; adds, What the 
« Apoſtle did here deliver Hort G05, the pri- 
<« mitive Church learned and taught from him.“ 
St Aucvsrinz expreſsly. Before he made us 
6 ebert, knew us, and he choſe us in his fore- 
Any G6; N12 381 1939, 7 SB» ee Knowledge, 
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4 See Dr ov 5 recommendatory preface 10 3 
Coty s. on the 8 Sovereignty of God, c. a moſt clear, un- 
anſwerable book f in vindication of Election, Perſeverance, Sc. 


t 
Knowledge When he had not as yet made us: 
But by whom could this be done, but by him 
who calls thoſe things that are not as if they 
were ? For the Apoſtle ſaith, who choſe us before 
the foundation of the world; tliough it appears 
that we are made within the world, yet we 
were choſen before the world,” And again; 
Out of ; thoſe to whom the righteous Severity 
* bad adjudged puniſhments, according to the 
s inexprefſible mercy of his hidden diſpenſation 
« he choſe out veſſels which he might fit for 
« honour.” And thus PROoSPER allo, „The 
« Predeſtination of Gov no catholic perſon de- 
« .nieth,” Sc. But the faith of Predeſtination 
eis confirmed from the manifold authorities of 
6e holy Scriptures, to which it is not lawful by 
* any means to aſcribe thoſe things that are 
« wickedly done by men; who came into that 
« proneneſs to fall, not from the crration of 
* Gop, but from the ſin. or prevaticatiom of the 


* firſt parent: From the puniſnment of Whichz: 


* none is freed but by the grace of our Lord 
&« Es us CHRIST, prepared and predeftinated; in 
the eternal council of, Gon before the founda-, 
* tion. of the world.“) „Fur qrr ius hach alla. 
delivered. his opinion very clearly in whis, Cale 3 
& For God, faith he, ho made mans, did: himſelf 
« prepare, in his Predeſtination, both che: gift. of 
e illumination to believe, and the gift of perſe- 
« yerance to profit and perſevere, and the gift of 
« loriffeation to reign, for ſuch do Whom he. 
les B _—_ esse. 


(1 8.2 

© pleaſed to give itz who, alſo doth got any 
&« othetwile perform indeed, khan was ordained 
« by his unchangeable will. The truth of which 
« predeſtination, whereby the Apoſtle witneſſeth 
** we were predeſtinated in CnRIST before the 
« foundation of the world, if any one refuſe, to 
receive with the belief of the heart, or to utter 
« with the conſeſlion of the mouth, if before 
« the laſt day of this preſent lite he dath not, lay 
** aſide the obſtinacy of his impiety, whereby, ag 
«a rebel he withſtandeth the true and. living 
« Gor, it is manifeſt that he doth not, belong 
„ unto the number of thoſe, which Gop did 
« hefore the foundation of the world , freely 
« chooſe in CHRIS, and predeſtinated unto, the 
kingdom.“ So again, Firmly believe, and 
*« do. not doubt but all whom Gop of his boun- 
« tiful. goodneſs made veſſels of mercy, were pre- 
« deftinated before the foundation of the world; 

« and that neither any of them whom.Gop, pre- 
« deſtinated unto the kingdom of heaven can 
40 periſh, nor any of thoſe whom Ne. did. not 
* predeſtinate unto life can be ſavegd.“ 

Now 1 think it is pretty .cleax chat Biſhop 
FowLes. muſt have been ſadly - bewildered, or 
worſe, to affirm with ſuch confidence as he has 
ere the doctrine of abſolute Predeſtination 

neyer gained any conſiderable credit in the church 
Gl the bireeath century; and am ſure. if this Was 
his, belief, it is not much to his honor to have 
ſubſcribed to this docttinę in the ſeventeenth 

century 
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century as ** full of ſweet, pleaſant and unſpeak- 
«able comfort; which are the very words of 
the Article; though without the Jeaſt proof but 


his Lordſhip's own ipſe dixit, he goes on to tell 


us, that the Articles, Homilies, and Catechiſm 
of our own church, and the Confeſſions of the 
reformed churches abroad, do all expreſsly aſſert 
the doctrines of univerſal redemption. But ſurely 
we ought to bluſh for the man who dares openly 
to avow ſuch palpable faiſhoods : for who needs 
to be'told, that there is not a reformed church 
upon earth, ſome few among the Lutherans 
excepted, nor one denomination of proteſtant 
Diffenters, unleſs it be Quakers, but what avows 
the doctrines of abſolute Predeſtination and final 


Perſeverance : To make quotations from their 


various confeſſions of faith would be- needleſs 


labor; but to theſe I refer you at your leiſurez 


and let it ſuffice for the preſent to obſerve, that it 


is ample demonſtration how the ancient reformed L 
churches beyond ſea ſtood affected towards 

Arminian tenets, when at the ſynod of Dort, 
they unanimouſly ſentenced and condemned them 


as moſt pernicious errors, repugnant | to  ſrigture, 


to the freedom of God's grace, and Jo all 1 ö 


Articles and Confeſſions of faith f. 


Thus far 1 hope I have been very ex xplicit 


in my reply to thoſe two affertions of ſhop 
FowLzs; if, That the dodtrine of abſolute pre- 


deſtination never gained any conſiderable belief 
. . i 7 


1 Vide Prvnxe's Anti-Arminianiſm, p. 55. 2d edition, 
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in any church in the world for the firſt fifteen 
hundred years.” 24ly, * That the contrary doctrine 
is expreſsly aſſerted in the moſt ancient Confeſ- 
ſions of the reformed churches. Let us now ſee 
what authority his Lordſhip had to preſs the 
Articles of our own church into his ſervice, 
To tranſcribe the whole Seventeenth Article 
were needleſs. You, Sir, being convinced of its 
force, are candid enough to own, (even after 
taking the liberty of putting your own ſenſe 
upon it, contrary to the Declaration prefixed, a 
liberty which you very unjuſtly accuſe me of 
having taken) that it mentions a particular 
Election and Predeſtination ; which, you Tay, 
« muſt be underſtood of God's eſpecial love to 
© ſome of his eminent ſaints, and not as the only 
& way of his dealing with thoſe who ſhall even- 
2 tually be heirs of { ſalvation :** But furely this is 
a x very unauthorized diſtinction, and diametrically 
oppoſite to the words of the Article itfelf,' which 
in the plaineſt manner affirms, that the Predefti- 
nation there mentioned is not merely of any 
particular infiruments and eminent ſaints,” but of 
rns WOM GOD mari HOSEN tx CHRIST 
ov or Mango ; and afterwards defines thefe 
choſen ones by ſuch bntkz as are effentral to all 

the. children of "Gop without any exception: 
As, © that they are called according to God's 

pu urpofe by his Spirit working in due feaſon : 

8 1212 That OI” grace they obey the calling : 
&& that they be juſtified mw that they be made 
| 66 * ſons 


„ 


«.ſons of Go by adoption: that they be made 
like the image of his only begotten Son J asus 
“ Cnkisr: that they walk religiouſly in good 
«works, and at length, by God's merey they 
«attain to everlaſting felicity.“ 

The conſideration of this Predeſtination and 
Election in CHRIST, is afterwards ſaid to be © full 
«of ſweet, pleaſant and unſpeakable comfort to 
4-2o0dly- perſons, and ſuch as feel in themſelves 
* the workings of the Spirit of CHRIS r, morti- 
« fying-the works of the fleſh, and their earthly 
members; and drawing up their mind to high 
t and heavenly things,” Cc. Sc. ArT, XVII. 

Now, Sir, if there is any one expreſſion 
throughout all this Article, I mean fo far as it 
deſcribes the Elect, which does not belong to all 
believers; without exception, then I give up the 
point, and acknowledge with you that the Pre- 
deſtination here ſpoken of is only of particular 
« jnſtruments and eminent ſaints.“ But if the 
characters above drawn of thoſe who are choſen 
in ChRIST out of mankind, are the diſtinguiſh- 
ing marks of every one of God's children in 
every age and place, and without which no one 
can be ſaved; then, permit me to ſay that it is a 
very mean equivocation to talk of the Predeſti- 
nation .bere mentioned. belonging only zo Jene 
great inſtruments or eminent ſaints.  _ 

As to your expreftion of being eventually an, 
bein of ſalvation, it is ſuch an one as I really 
Lanner ſwallow. If not a ſparrow falls without 
B 5 Our 


Ca) 
our heavenly Father's, knowledge, if the very 


hairs of our head are all numbered, if God takes 
care of the lilies of the field, and young rayens 


which call upon him, can he have left the ſalva- 
tion of one ſoul to a meer hazard? Is every cir- 


gumſtance relative to the moi inſignificant bird, 


beaſt, and plant, fixed and determined, and the 


final happineſs or miſery of a precious immortal 


ſoul alone left to the fickle will of a my pad 


creature? 


Beſides, if the election ſpoken of i in. this, Arjicle 


relates only to a few eminent ſaints or great inſtru- 
ments, then the reſt of Gopꝰ's children are cer- 


tainly much leſs indebted to grace than theſe few, 
ſeeing that witha much ſmaller ſtuck they have won 
the ſame glorious prize. The ſalvation of thoſe 
few great inſtruments. and eminent ſaints. is indeed 


certain, but that of'all  athers is left at random. 
Goo has no purpoſe at all about it. Man may de- 


feat the redemption of CyR15ST or not, as he thinks 
proper. The Saviour died for ſinners in general, 


but he had no more love for thoſe who (by ſome 
chance or other) became bone of his bone and fleſh 
vi his fleſh, than he had for thoſe who are now lift- 
br ing, up their eyes in torment. It was; their pwn 


faithful i imemr of his grace that ae the 


Sw ,cqao® 


"Theſe, Sir, muſt be the cexrain ER. con- 

1 0 of. thoſe who deny perſonal. Election, 

and apply the Predeſtination mentioned in our 

e Article only to particular, e, 
a 


© wy 3 
and eminent ſaints. Again, if this were the cafe, 
how could the ſeed of the fecond Adam ſtand 
upon a more ſure foundation than the firſt Adam 
did in paradiſe? or how could the promiſe be 
ſure to all che ſeed, unleſs they made it ſure to 
themſelves? If Adam fell, notwithſtanding he 
was made upright, how much leſs can his poſ- 
terity now fallen ſtand in grace one hour, unleſs 
their ſtanding were decreed in a better covenant, 
which yet would not be a better, if ſalvation were 
not abſolutely ſecured to all that are in it; it 
being far more difficult for man in his lapſed 
ſtate to believe, than it was for Adam in his 
primitive ſtate to do and live? foraſmuch as 
Adam in that primitive ſtate had in himſelf the 
power to obey, whereas none of his poſterity 
have in themſelves the power to believe. 
As to the ſixteenth Article, though you ſeem 
to lay a more than ordinary ſtreſs upon it, yet it 
makes nothing at all for your cauſe, but rather 
-againſt it, ſince there is no Calviniſt but admits 
_ ebbings and flowings of grace, as ſet forth] in 
this Artidte: and Doctor Rx vworDs's being will- 
ing to have the words though not Totally and 22 
inſerted by way of explication, proves only that 
he thought it might otherwiſe admit of an am. 
biguous interpretation, and be Jaid hold on by 
men of Atminian principles, as if it ſtood in 
oppoſition to the ſeventeenth Article, Which 
being ſo very expreſs in favour of abſolute Pre- 
deſtination, if is much more reaſonable and candid 
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to interpret what is dubious by what is poſitive, 
than to make a poſitive declaration ſtoop to # 
dubious one in order to re our own fa- 


vourite opinions. 


But permit me further to obſervty whey yorr 
quotation from this Article, (viz. the Sixteenth) 
is not quite ſo fair as it might have been; for 
you only bring ſo much of it as ſuits your on 
purpoſe. I therefore beg leave to remind you, 
that the departure from grace there mentioned, is 
immediately afterwards explained to be 4 falling 


nto fin; and then it is directly added, that after 
| ſuch falling, by the grace f Gon we may ariſe again 


and amend our lives: but not one word is ſaid of 
any total or final departing from grace. So that 


upon the whole, this Article does no more favor 

the Arminian cauſe than the ſeventeenth; and 
was evidently drawn up againſt two ſorts of 
errors, Viz. that which maintains that a re- 


generate man cannot ſin as long as he lives here; 


and that which denies the place of forgivenaly to 
i loch as truly repent f. Hy 


As to the quotation made from the * 


| Article, that Crrisr is à ſacrifice not only for 
the original guilt, but alſo for the actual ſins 

«of men; for any thing it has to do in this 
8 controverſy, you might as well have brought it 
6 in defence of Extreme Unction, ſince none but 


e will make the leaſt objeRion to it. 
With regard to the thirty firſt Article, which 


faith, 2 bat the offering: of CnanisT once made, 
b 61 15 
+ Vat the Article itſelf, 
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js that perfect redemption, prqpitiation, and 


ſatis faction for all the ſins of the whale world, 
++ both original and actual; it will not be found 
to ſupport your ſentiments, any more than thoſe 
before mentioned, if but a little attention is paid 
to the frequent import of the words 41 L and the 
WHOLE - WORLD in the ſacred writings, Our 
Lok ſaith, When Jam lifted up I will draw all 
men unto me; yet we plainly ſee that in a general 
ſenſe all men are not drawn unto him, but ſome 
of all ſorts are drawn unto him. Al that the 
Father hath given him, all his ſeed, are drawn 
unto him.— So it is written, © There went out a 
decree that the h world ſhould be taxed ;” yet 
the world there mentioned was only the Roman 
Empire. It is ſaid, Jobs xi. 1, 2, Fam man /in, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, IJxsus 
nx ist the righteous, and be is the propitiation for 
our fins ; aud not for ours ouly, but for tbe fins. of 
the whole <porid: that is, ſay our primitive 
Biſhops (probably the very men who had an hand 
in compiling our Articles and Liturgy) © the pro- 
pitiation of all them which have embraced the gol 
pel by faith, in all ages, degrees and places*.” 4 is 
needleſs to multiply words, therefore the lame 
anſwer may ſerveto all thoſe places where you bring 
the ſame. expreſſions. out of the Offices of our 
Church in defence of your tenetꝭ; though I would 
obſerve that your extract from the, particularly, 
Church Catechiſm, * I believe in (op the Son, 
| . 2 {13.10 £83394) $1604 9 Who 
e See the note on this paſſage in the Biſhops Bible. 
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3 who: hath redeemed me and all mankind'y” is 
immediately explained in the next clauſe, where 
it is ſaid, I believe in Gop the holy Ghoſt, who 
5 ſanctifieth me and ALL THE ELECT PROPLE or 
ce Gop.” So that the ſenſe of the whole paſſage 
is clearly this; that though Go the Son hath 
paid a price ſufficient for the redemption of all 
mankind, yet the application of this redemption 
is only to the Elect people of God, to-thoſe'who 
are ſanctified, or (as the word always imports) 
ſet apart and ſeparated by the holy Ghoſt. Now 
appeal to common ſenſe, and to all unprejudiced 
perſons, whether this be not the plain, eaſy in- 
terpretation of thoſe two queſtions in our Cate- 
chiſm, when taken together. 5 

Fou fay, that you are 3 ol con- 
fired zn your opinions by what the Miniſter 
ſays when he offers the bread. and wine to each 
communicant, (viz.) The body of our Lord 
6 JESUS CHRIST, Which was given for THe ; the 
c blood of our Lord Jzsvs CHRIST, which was 
« ſhed, for THEE ;? and you dwell long upon 
this as a convincing proof that the compilers of 
our Liturgy muſt be of opinion that Cu is died 
as, much for one as for another, elſe they ought 
not to have laid “ a faithful miniſter under the 
difficulty either of declaring what in his con- 
et, ſcience he believed to be a falſity, or of being 
tt compelled to the neceſſity of quitting the 
Church; ſinee he muſt know, that many who 
5 come to the table have no marks at all of being 
190 « born 
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t born again, or of being children of Go.“ 
In anſwer to this, it muſt be remarked, that the 
ſacrament of the Lonp's' Supper was never in- 
tended for any, nor are any by our Church in 
vited thereto, but ſuch as in the judgment of 
charity are the real children of Gop ; ſuch *as 
te truly feed upon Caur15T by faith, and are very 
members incorporate of his myſtical body, being 
£ one with him and he one with them; ſuch as 
come, not truſting in their own righteouſneſs, 
but in God's manifold and great mercies'; ſuch 
as feel the burden of their ſins grievous and in- 
5 talerable; ſuch as truly and earneſtly repent, and 
* arein love and charity with their neighbours, and 
* intend by Gop's grace to lead a new life, follow- 
ing the commandments of Gop, and walking 
from henceforth in his holy ways.” Now theſe 
are as much diſtinguiſhing evidences of the Ele& 
of Gon, as thoſe laid down in the ſeventeenth 
Article; and all perſons in whom theſe character- 
iſtics are not to be found, and who carry upon 
them the open marks of an unconverted ſtate, 
are earneſtly intreated (in the exhortation before 
the communion) not to come near to that holy 
table: and every miniſter is by the twenty ſixth 
Canon not only empowered to deny them ad- 
miſſion, but ſtrictly prohibited in any wiſe to 
adminiſter the ſacrament unto them ſo that the 
great care taken by our Church in this matter, 
and the words ſhed for tbee and given fur thee, 
er intentionally to be ſpoken onſy to true 
| believers, 
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believers, who by their lives give proof of their 
Election, inſtead of being an argument that our 
Reformers meant to countenance the univerſal 
ſcheme, carry a moſt ſtriking demonſtration in 
favor of particular redemption, without your 
propoſed alteration to make their words con- 
formable to what you are pleaſed to ſtile the 
rigid doctrine of CaLvin.—But what evaſions will 
not men fly to when they are willing to give a 
plauſible appearance to a weak cauſe! _. 

A further proof that our Reformers were Cal- 
viniſts, may be ſeen. from ſome parts of the 
Common Prayer,. which have been long expunged 
out of the book; particularly a prayer in the 
Burial Service from which I extract what follows. 
% Almighty Gop, with whom do live the ſpirits 
<,of them who depart hence in the Lozp, and 
« jn whom the ſouls of them bat be elected, after 
c they be delivered from the burden of fleſh; be 
in jay and felicity, Ec. As alſo a prayer for 
the Queen, wherein were the following words: 
* Almighty God, who hath promiſed to be the 
<6 Father of thine Elect, and of their ſeed,” Sc. 
We in like manner pray in the Office of Baptiſm; 


„%% O Almighty. God, Sc. grant that all thy 
* ſexyants which ſhall be baptized in this water, 


may receive the fulneſs of thy grace, and ever 
< remein in the number of thy faithful and Elect 
children,” Ec. And ſince I am now mention- 
ing this part of our Church - ſervice, I beg leave 
to offer what follows to thoſe who from thence 

infer 
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infer the poſſibility of falling from true grace. 
Can any one be regenerate, who has neither faith 
nor repentance? Has an infant either faith or 
repentance ? If not, how is he regenerate in a 
ſpiritual 'and ſcriptural ſenſe! — Queſt. What 
then does our Church mean by ſaying in the office 
of Baptiſm; ** This infant is regenerate?” though 
in the Catechiſm ſhe ſays, that infants, by 
e reaſon of their tender age, cannot perform 
« them; (i. e. as it is there explained} cannot 
have either faith or repentance, and neceſſarily 
cannot be regenerate? Anſwer, This is in con- 
ſequence of the promiſe made by the ſureties, 
„ which promiſe, when they come to age, them- 
«ſelves are bound to perform.“ So that, with 
all ſound divines, we muſt make a diſtinction 
between - baptiſmal and ſpiritual regeneration; 
between the waſhing of water, and the waſhing 
of the holy Ghoſt: from the former of which, a 
man may fall away totally and finally, but not 
from the latter, which is a real death unto ſin, 
and a nem birth unto righteouſneſs, or the inward, 
fpirituab” grace, Nos pn ns _ ing and 
viſible ſign . | 
| A pecethife tins ne Sens Fe when 
in order to evade the force of the Eambeth 
Articles (which met with ſuch univerfal appro- 
bation both from the Biſhops and Univerſity, 
and have always been quoted as declaring the 
WN ſenſe of our r Chart in the points s they 
4 treat 


+ See Biſhop Horkixs's firſt Sern.on zu Regeneration, 
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treat of) you tell us, that the King refuſed do 
comply with Doctor RxvNOoLDs's requeſt to inſert 
them in the book of Common Prayer; and this 
you call a rejecting them at a more conſiderable 
conference than that at the Archbiſhop's Palace 
at Lambeth. Which of theſe conferences was 
moſt conſiderable I will not diſpute with you; 
but to ſuppoſe the doctrine contained in thoſc 
articles was rejected, becauſe they were not ad- 
mitted into à confeſſion of faith, is a ſtrange 
concluſion, eſpecially when the ſame doctrine 
was in ſubſtance, at leaſt, already included in the 
ſeventeenth Article: but alterations in or addi- 
tions to eſtabliſhed confeſſions of faith, however 
ſound or good thoſe alterations or additions it 
themſelves may be, muſt ever be attended with 
very dangeroys conſequences : for where liberties 
of this ſort are once taken, there is no ſaying 

where they would end; ſad contentions would 
neceffatily enſue, and there would be no aſcer- 
taming the real doctrine of any church for one 
year together; and I doubt not but if the 
Lambeth Articles had been admitted among the 
other Thirty-nine at this conference, that you 
would have been ready enough to have objected 
againſt them upon this very account, vix. as not 
being part of the original Articles of our chureh. 
Beſides, we may reaſonably conclude from ſome 
efforts which have been made to alter the Articles 
and Liturgy, that it was not want of will in ſome 
great men that we have not thruſt the * 
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of the I'riftity,, Original fin, Juſtification by faiths - 
alone, and che holy Spirit's influences, quite aut 
of the Church. Your. attempt therefore to in- 
validate the Lambeth Articles is of no avail, and 
1 cannot but commend the prudence of the then 
Biſhop of London, who (though himſelf a Cal- 
viniſt) was againſt inſerting them among the 
other articles already ratified by authority. 

No better ſucceſs have you met with in your 
endeavours to evade the ſtrong, Anti-Arminian 
declarations. of BAR RET's recantation, King 
EDWARD: the ſaxth's Catechiſm, the Queſtions 
and; Anſwers, concerning Predeſtination printed 
in the Biſhops Bible, and the Confeſſion of faith 
and Prayers annexed to the old Common Prayer 
books: all of which ſtand as walls and bulwarks 
againſt Arminian innovations; having been ſet 
forth at the very dawn of the reformation, eſta- 
bliſhed by the royal or other great authority 
ſome of them drawn up and others reviſed.and- 
approved by the very ſame perſons who compiled 
our Articles and Liturgy. To intimate there- 
fore that although theſe were once the doctrines 
of the Church, they were not ſo When you be? 
came a membet of it, and to make a diſtinction 
between its original and preſent conſtitution, is 
indeed a meer quibble, and ſhows what ſtraits 
you are obliged. to fly to in order to get over tht: :/ 
many convincing authorities which are ſo point 
blank contrary to your own ſentiments. But 
as Doctor EnwaR Ds obſerves, the Church of 
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England is not changeable, however her members 
may be changed; her doctrines remain the ſame, 
however they who call themſelves her ſons may 
have departed from them. 

Your quotations from CRAN MER, Latin; 
ind Hooyer, fhall next be attended to, and 
perhaps it will not be found that they carry with 
them all that determinate authority which at firſt 
ſight they may ſeem to do. The words of 
Canmun in particular, © that ChRISs made a 
« facrifice and oblation of his body upon the 
&« croſs, which was a full redemption; ſatisfaction, 
ce and propitiatior for the ſins of the whole world,” 
ate what no advocate for Predeſtination will at 
all object to in the ſenſe already mentioned; 
namely, that his ſatis faction and oblation were 
ſufficient to have cleanſed and made propitiarion 
for the ſins of the whole world. Tet give me 
leave to remark, that you have done me a 
teft injuſtice by ſuppoſing that when I produced 
the venerable name of CN awe in defence of 
that faich for which the ſix young men were 
expelled the Univerſity, that I confined myſelf 
only to the doctrine of Predeſtination; whereas, 
- whatever might or might not be CRANNMHER“'s 
belief in this point, I think you will readily agree 
with me, that he was of one heart and mind 
with the young men in the doctrines. of juftificz- 
tion by faith alone, and the neceſſity of the work 
of the holy Spirit upon. the ſoub to. conſtitute 
every one a child of Gop z the maintaining of 

which 
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which doctrines was part of the charge againſt 
thein by Mr VC and his aſſeſſors. 

As to your quotation from Biſhop ] Latin, 
though I do not deny but it may be in his ſer- 
mons, yet I have ſearched for it a great while to 
no purpoſe. But though I have not been able to 
find the paſſage alluded to, yet I have found ſome 
others in the diſcourſes of that zealous and truly 
excellent Prelate, which are ſo exceedingly ſtrong 
on the fide of perſonal Election, that we may learn 
from them how the good Biſhop would be under- 
ſtood in thoſe expreſſions which on firſt view 
may ſeem to favor univerſal Redemption that 
we are to look upon them as ſetting forth the 
all- ſufficiency of CrurisT's ſacrifice and under- 
taking, that it was not owing to any want of 
merit and efficacy i in his blood, that Jupas as 
well as PtTzr was not ſaved by it, but only to 
want of the ſame faith in Jopas which was in 
PeTzR, And indeed, if we conſider the latter 
part of your quotation, this will more clearly ap. 
pear to be the ſenſe of the paſſage, for thus it 
goes on: * PETER believed it (that Cuxlsx' 3 
4e blood was ſhed for him) and therefore was 
« ſaved; Jupas would not believe i it, and there- h 
ec fore was condemned, the fault being in. bim | 
« and in no DO elſe,” Now as I abhor ſtrain-, 
ing any, man words to make him ſpeak what he 
never intended, I will not be peremptory in ſay⸗ 
ing that this is the exact ſenſe in which Biſhop 


LaTiMER? s words ſhould be taken; bur what 
Se | follows 
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follows is fo very expreſs, that I think we cannot 
well put any other conſtruction upon them, without 
making bim guilty of ſelf- contradiction. In the 
new edition of his ſermons, printed Anno 1758, 
vol. I. page 294. This plain-ſpoken worthy 
Biſhop, mentioning an inſtance of one who. had 
made reſtitution to the king from a religious con- 
viction, thus proceeds; * am not afraid to 
« name him; It was Maſter ShERRING TON, an 
« honeſt gentleman, and one that Gop loveth; 
ehe openly confeſſed that he had deceived the 
King, and he made open reſtitution. It is a 
c token that he is a cheſen man of Gop, and one 
ce of his ELECTED. If he be of Gop, he ſhall be 
e brought to it.” —In like manner doth he ex- 
prefs himſelf in his Sermon on the ſecond Sunday 
in Advent. © His (CarsT's) coming ſhall be 
* wonderful, comfortable, and joyful unto them 
ce which are prepared, and choſen to everlaſting 
„ 

With regard to Biſhop Hoop, as he had no 
hand at all in compiling the Articles or Offices 
of our Church, his teſtimony (though by the 
bye you bring no proof of its authenticity) can 
be of no ſervice to your cauſe, He was a great 
and good man, but before his impriſonment does 
not ſcem to have had ſuch clear views of the co- 
venant of grace, as he had afterwards; and it is 
more than probable, that when that holy Martyr, 
the Rev. Mr BRADFORD, wrote to comfort ſome 
of his friends who were then in bonds for the 

teſtimony 
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teſtimony of Jzsvs, but were not thoroughly 
grounded in the doctrines of ſovereign grace, 
that the pious Hoop ER, who ſuffered abour the 
ſame time, might be in the number of thoſe to 
whom he addreſſed his letter, the title of which 
is as follows: © A Letter of Mr Braprop to 
«certain perſons who were not at that time well 
te jnſtructed in the doctrine of Gop's. Eletion :* 
from which letter as recorded by Mr Fox in his 
Book of Martyrs, I extract what follows. —* This 
“e faith is the work and gift of Gop, given to 
e none but thoſe who are the children of Gop; 
& that is, to thoſe whom God the Father before 
© the begining of the world hath predeſtinated 
«in CnRlsr to eternal life. Thus do I wade in 
“ Predeſtination, in ſuch manner as he hath 
opened it,” &c. &c. But whatever might have 
been Biſhop HooyzR's opinion concerning Elec- 
tion upon his firſt emerging out of the thick 
darkneſs of Popery, it is plain that before he 
received the crown of Martyrdom he truly found 
the godly conſideration of Predeſtination and 
of his Election in Cnz1sT, to be full of ſweet, 
e pleaſant, and unſpeakable comfort;” for thus 
he writes to his Wife, a ſhort while before he 
was brought to the ſtake; * Gop will keep 
e amidft all troubles the very hairs of our head, 
«'\g that not one of them ſhall fall without the 
« will and pleaſure of our heavenly Father: 
« whether therefore the hair tarry on the head, 


* gr "Ten from the head, it is the will of the Fa- | 
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« ther; and ſeeing he hath ſuch care for the hairs 
« of our head, how much more for our life 
« itſelf ? Again: © The chriſtian man 's faith 
« muſt be always upon the Reſurrection of 
6 Cnz1sT when he is in trouble, and in that 
6 glorious Reſurrection he ſhall not only ſee con” 
e tinual and perpetual j joys and conſolation, but 
« alſo the victory and triumph over all perſecu- 
« tion, trouble, ſin, death, hell, the devil, and 
ce all other tyrants and perſecutors of Cunlsr, 
« and of ChRIST's people; the tears and weep- 
« ing of the faithful dried up, their wounds 
_ healed, their bodies made immortal in joy, 
their ſouls for ever praiſing the Loxb, in con- 
junction and ſociety everlaſting with the bleſſed 
te company of Gop's ELECT in perpetual j Joy.” 

Again: We may be tempred of the devil, 
« the fleſh, and the world; but although theſe 
< things pinch, they do not pierce 3 and although 
2 they work ſin in us, yet in CHRIST no dam- 
6 nation to thoſe that be grafted in him.” 
Again: 0 They wait until the number of the 
« E LECT be fu Hiled, and look for the time when 
cc God 8 people ſhall appear in glory.“ — Theſe 
teſtimonies are ſo exceedingly poſitive i in proving 
what was the mind of Bilhop HoorER in the 
points of Election and Perſeverance, as the light 
of che goſpel ſhone clearer upon bim, that I 
fo. car, bringing any further evidences of the 
ſoundncis of his faith in theſe matters, 


But 
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But although I do not find that either Hoopes 
or LaTIMEz had any thing to do in the com- 
piling and reviſing the Common Prayer, yet 
Makrix Buczx and Pr MARTYR were 
both of them engaged in that work; the former 
of whom was a moſt ſtrenuous aſſerter of Pre- 
deſtination, which, ſays Burner (who was 
certainly no friend to it himſelf) was generally 
taught by the Reformers ||. And the latter, viz. 
PETER MarTyR, who was invited by King 
Epwarp the Sixth into England, and made 
divinity-profeſſor at Oxford, was one of thoſe 
worthies abuſed in BARRET's Sermon for being 
of Calviniſtical principles. Surely then, both 
theſe great reformers would be particularly care- 
ful not to let any thing paſs through their hands 
that ſhould ſtand in direct oppoſition to their 
own ſentiments. - 

What ſurpriſes me almoſt beyond any thing 
in your Letter, is an attempt to introduce Biſhop _ 
Harl and Biſhop ReyxoLps as ſupporters of 
Arminianiſm; for what elſe can be your deſign. 
in bringing up their names. It is indeed poſſible 
that I may miſtake your aim in referring me to 
them at large; but certainly there never were 
two men more totally oppoſite to the whole plan 
of Arminianiſm, nor ſtronger advocates for the 
doctrines of Election, Perſeverance, the total 
impotency of man's will, and efficacious grace 


in converſion, than theſe two Biſhops of our 
C4 church 
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church; the former of which not only bore his 
teſtimony, in favour of the five Calviniſtic points, 
but expoſtulated with Arminius upon his. up- 
ſtart doctrine, as may be ſeen in one of his Let- 
ters printed at the end of his works collected in 
one vol. folio *, where is alſo another letter in 
confuration of the doctrine of falling from grace, 
which that truly evangelical Biſhop there call 
an uncomfortable bereſy f. | 
But 
* ExtraQ from Piſhop Hatr,'s Expoſtulation with Arminius. 
« What mean theſe ſubtle novelties? If they make thee 
* famous and the church miſerable, who ſhall gain by them 
If it be truth thou affecteſt; what alone? could never any 
eyes but thinz be bleſſed with this object? What meaneſt 
thou, Arminius? By that moſt precious and bloody ranſom. 
of our Saviour, and by that awful appearance we ſhall once. 
« make before the glorious tribunal of the Son of Gov, re- 
member thyſelf and the poor diſtracted limbs of the 
„Church, Sc. Cc. 


Extract from Biſhop Hær's Letter concerning falling away 
f.om grace. I am ſorry that any of our new Excuti-fidians 
* ſhould peſter your S t. It is a wonder to me men ſhould 
„labour io be witty, to rob themfelves of comfort. — Good 
« Sir, let me know theſe new diſciples of Leyden, troublers of 
«a better peace than that of the Church, the peace of a 
««,Chriftian ſoul. They pretend antiquity ; what hereſy doth 
% not ſo?—tic that hath ordained we ſhall be ſaved, hath 
« orcained our perſeverance as a mean to this ſalvation, How 
42 evidently doth the Spirit of Gop proclaim our certainty 
6c, agaipſt theſe doubtmongers? every where he is as full of 
«© ajJurance, as theſe men of diſcomfort, He that is born of 
« (60 ſinneth rot, neither can fin, becauſe he is born of Gov, 
4 aad the iced of Gop remaineth in him. What an invincible 

«and 
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But if the authorities of the greateſt men of 
our Church in her better days might be ſuffered. 
to determine this controverſy, it would not be 
long in ſuſpence. The Biſhops, Davenaxr,. 
Downnam, UsHER, LEICHTON, Cooper, Hop- 
KINS, &c. &c. &c. do all of them ſpeak as ex- 
preſsly as I can deſire in favour of Predeſtination; 
and I am not afraid to refer you to any part of 
their voluminous works to try if you can find 

one ſentence which does not breathe the {weet 
- odour of everlaſting unchangeable . and of 
free ſovereign grace. 

And now, Sir, I hope you ſee my view in 
writing to you in the manner I have done, 
Looking upon you as one who is made partaker 
of that electing love which in words you deny; 
I thought I could not do better than to apply 
myſelf to your own heart and experience, and to 
argue for the truth of the doctrines of perſonal 
Election and final Perſeverance, from the preſent 
ſtate of human nature. This done, I have 
endeavoured to aſcertain the true ſenſe of our 
Church on thoſe doctrines, as well as to bring 
ample teſtimony that the greateſt and beſt of her 
ſons have ever held them, as fer forth in Pzetas 
Oxonienſis. How far I have ſucceeded, muſt be 

E 4 ſubmitted 


% and irrefragable conſolation is this ? The feed of life is ſown 
« in the hearts of the Elect; though they could be dead 0 
« themſelves, yet to Gov they cannot — Hold faſt then, my 
dear friend, this ſure anchor of our undeceivable hope, Sc. 
Let theſe vain ſpirits ſing deſpair to then ſelves; for us, we 
% know whom we have believed.“ 
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ſubmitted to your candor, and to that of every 
impartial reader. — Earneſtly wiſhing you a plen- 
tiful increaſe oſ every bleſſing purchaſed by a 
Redeemer's blood, I conclude my ſelf, Sir, 


Your ſincere friend in the goſpel of Cn alsr, 


The Author of 


PIETAS OXONIENSIS. 
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INCE this Pamphlet went to the prefs, I 
have had an opportunity of ſceing that ſcarce: 
tract, entitled. Doctor BAR LOw's account of 
<« the Conference at Hampton Court,” to which 
you refer in your Letter; and from which you 
endeavour to invalidate the force of the Lambeth 
Articles; inſinuating (againſt plain undeniable 
matter of fact) that it is not probable the Biſhops, 
& c. ſent. by King: James the Firſt to the Synod 
of Dort concurred in the reſolution of condemns» - 
ing the doctrines of univerſal redemption and fall- 
ing from grace. But to ſhew how little reaſon” 
you had for this aſſertion, I ſhall tranſcribe his 
Majeſty's own words at the ſaid Conference of 
Hampton Court, as they ſtand recorded by Doctor 
BarLow himſelf, | 
The King being moved by DoQtor-RevynorLDs 
to inſert the nine Lambeth Articles among the 
other Thirty Nine already eſtabliſhed, Aufwered, 
40 Firſt, 
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« Firſt, that when ſuch Queſtions ariſe among 
« ſcholars, the quieteſt proceeding were to deter- 
Smine them in the Univerſities ; and not to ſtuff 
«the Book with all Concluſions Theological, — 
« Secondly, The better courſe would be to puniſh 
„the broachers of falſe doctrine, as occaſion 
4 ſhould be offered; for were the Articles never 
« ſo many and ſound, who can prevent the con- 
« trary Opinions of men, till they be heard ?” 

Now is there any thing at all in theſe words of 
his Majeſty to juſtify a Concluſion that the Lam- 
beth Articles were diſapproved at this Conference; 
or that the King, or any of the Biſhops ſent by him 
to the Synod of Dort, concurred not in the reſo- 
lutions of condemning the Doctrines of univerſal 
redemption and falling from grace? Nay, is not 
the very contrary plainly intimated under his 
Majeſty's Determination; wherein there is ſo far 
from being a ſingle objection againſt the Lambeth 
Articles, that there is an evident Approbation of 
their Soundreſs, and a Recommendation of Puniſh- 
ment to ſuch as broached any thing repugnant 
thereto. Though he was againſt inſerting them 
among the other Thirty Nine Articles; becauſe 
he judged it not expedient to increaſe the number 
already ſet forth by authority, and becauſe he 
thought it the quieteſt proceeding to determine 
theſe Matters in the Univerſities, as was done at 
Cambridge againſt BarRET., | 

An unwillingneſs to contradict any thing in 
your | etter without ſufficient cauſe, made me paſs 

| over 
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over. in ſilence that part of your quotation from 
Biſhop FowlEx, where that Prelate ſays, . chat 
« the doctrine of Predeſtination (broached by one 
« Lucipus about the year of our Lord 500) of 
« which the Pelagian Hereſy was the occaſion, 
« was condemned by two Councils, one at Arles, 


e the other at Lyons. That about 300 years after 
« jt was revived by GopscaLcus, a perſon of ill 


« fame; but condemned again By a Council at 
« Mentz.” 

Now I have carefully examined ſeveral A 
aſtical Hiſtories, both ancient and modern, and 
the only ground which I can diſcover for the above 
aſſertion of Biſhop Fowl ER, is, that upon the 
broaching of the Pelagian Hereſy, a ſect of people 
roſe up, who maintained the Eternal Decrees in 
ſuch a manner as blaſphemouſly made Gop the 
Author of all Sin. Againſt theſe, St AUGUSTINE / 
(though himſelf a zealous maintainer of Election 
and Perſeverance) wrote, and “ uſed his utmoſt 
« influence and authority to prevent the. ſpread- 
te ing of this doctrine; and explained his true 
40 ſentiments with more perſpicuity, that it might 
« not be attributed to him. His efforts (viz, 
« Avcustine's) were ſeconded by the Councils . 
« of Arles and Lyons; in which the Doctrine in 
« queſtion was publicly rejected and condemned,” 
See Doctor MosHEm's Eccleſiaſt. Hiſtory, vol. I. 
page 277. 

But becauſe an impious opinion, which made 
Gop the Author of Sin, was cenſured and con- 

demned ' 
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aemned by two Codnèils; ergo, the Scripture 
doctrine of Predeſtination, which teaches vs to 


Role glory of our ſalvation to Sorereign-Grice 
alotie, was condemned by the fame Councils. 
Sutely à moment's conſideration muſt prove the 
i6jultice, fallacy, and weakneſs . of ſuch a 
concluſion. | 

As to what Biſhop Fowizn has alledged con- 
cerning the revival of the Predeſtinarian Con- 
troverſy by GopscaLcus, or Gobrscharcus, I 
ind that it was commenced in the ninth Century 
between a Monk of that name, and one Razanvs 
Mavzus, a moſt inveterate enemy of Gobpzs- 
CHALCUS,- whoſe doctrines he moſt groſsly miſ- 
repteſented, though they were truly the ſame (as 
Mosnz1M himſelf allows) which St AvcusrTiNE 
had defended againſt Prlacdlus; and therefore, 
ſo far from being condemned, had been confirmed 
by the Councils at Arles and Lyons beforemention- 
ed; but RABAuus Mavrus: being. then Arch- 
biſhop of Mentz, and having in his intereſts 


= a Archbiſhop of Rheims, an haughty 


imperious man, they convened two Councils of 
their own creatures, and treated GoDESCHALCUS 
in a manner equally repugnant to the principles 
of Religion, and to the dictates of Humanity, 
for they not only condemned his doctrines, but 
ordered Gopxschalcus to be whipped with the 
utmolt ſeverity, and in the extremity of his pain 


eompelled him to burn his writings with his own 
Bs hands, 
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hands. ee this MI of whipping had 
been moſt barbarouſly executed, he was caſt into 
riſon, where he ended his ade. about the year 
68, maintaining with his laſt breath the doctrine 
for which he ſuffered, See Mosuzn's Eccleſiaft. 
W vol. [. page 416. 

- Whilſt Gopsscaalcys lay in priſon, the moſt 
eminent Eccleſiaſtics of the day zealouſly pleaded 
his , cauſe, and defended his doctrines, which 
notyichſtanding (faith the ſame Hiſtorian) were 
again condemned through the influence of his 
unrighteous Judge, at a new Council which 
met at Quierch, Anno 853. But the decrees 
« of this Council were declared null, and deciſi- 
« ons of a different kind, by which Gopzss 

* CHALCUS and his doctrine were vindicated and 
a « defended, were ſubſtituted in their place, in a 
Council aſſembled at Valence in Dauphiny, 
« A. D. 855. This Council was compoſed of the 
« Clergy of three Provinces, Lyons, Vienne, 
« and Arles, with Rzm1 Archbiſhop. of Lyons 
t at their head, and its decrees were confirmed i in 
, the year 859, by the, Council of Langres,, in 
« which the ſame Clergy, were aſſembled ; ; and in 
« 860 by the Council of Touli, in which the 
« Biſhops of. fourteen Provinces ſupporeed the 
« cauſe of the perſecuted Monk. e 
vol. I. page 4475 

This then i is the caſe 25 "recorded by one, Who 
though, allowed on al ſides to be a very accurate 


Writer, is by u uo means a. friend. to, Gopes- 
" CHALCUSS 


i DIS 

enateuy's docttine. And how different is it 
from the account given by Biſhop Fowr EA, WHO 
ater founding bis cauſe upon the condemnation 
of GopgscHALCUS by his furious and tyrantmcal 
enemies, (or, as Dr Mosnz calls them, his 
reverend Executioners) RA BAU Mavtvs and 
HixchAR, very prudently conceals the annulling 
of the decrees againſt Gop EschAlcvs, and the 
vindication of him and his doctrines, not only 
by the ableſt writers of that age, but by one of 
the greateſt Councils that ever was held; and 
after that by two more Councils in the years 859 
and 860 : in the latter of which, the Biſhops of no 
tefs than fourteen Provinces were aſſembled. By 
which means the Controverſy was pretty well ſub- 
fided; and the Church, remained for a long while ini 
the'peaceable belief of the doctrines of ſovereign 
Grace But this part of the ſtory dd not ſuit his 
aner s purpoſe. 

As to Gopescnarcvs being a We 
fame, I find not the leaſt cauſe that Biſhop Fw xx 
bad for this aſſertion; though it is not improbable 
that his adverſaries, as is too uſual in ſuch caſes, 
endeavoured to blacken his character by calumny; 
eſpecially as he was no friend to Mox KER V, and 
had at ficſt entered i into ) his GE nw" an Apen, 
mind. AR. 60 | 

But chough Tam d that I have antiquity 
and great authorities on my ſide, yet I will own 
to you frankly, Sir, that ſuppoſing I was to read 


that the doctrines of Election and Perſeverance 
had 
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had been condemned by five hundred Councils, fo 
long as. I can read my on heart, and the word 
of God, I muſt ever believe them to be true and 
cannot help acquieſcing with the title perſixed to 
BaRRET's Recantation, that Arminianiſm is an 
error raked out of the dunghil of Popery and 
Pelagianiſm, though ſomewhat more refined; the 
patrons for it being generally ſuch as, when preſſ- 
ed hard, muſt and do deny, the total depravity of 
human nature by ApAu's fall: for where this is 
granted, it is juſt as abſurd to ſuppoſe that water 
would cheriſh and cooperate with any ſparks of 
fire which fell upon it, as that ſuch an ocean of 
all iniquity as the human heart is, would cheriſh 
and cooperate with the ſparks of divine Grace: 
for if we know any thing either of Nature or 
Grace, we muſt allow, that they are clean con- 
trary the one to the other; being ever at war and 
luſting the one againſt the other; yea, even in the 
Regenerate, (as ſaith our Church, Article IX.) fo 
that it is as much the property of corrupt Nature 
to quench and reſiſt Grace, as it is the property 
of water to quench and reſiſt fire. Nature is truly, 
that ſtrong man armed, which keepeth the, houſe, 
till Grace, the ſtronger man, comes and takes. 
poſſeſſion, and ſtrips him of all his amour 
wherein he truſteth: As ſoon therefore may; we, 
believe that Sa rAN would caſt out SATAN; and 
fight againſt himſelf, or that a faithful commander 
who defcads a beſieged caſtle would revolt and 


fide with his moſt inveterate enemies, as that 
there 


( 148 ) > 
that there is any thing in the heart of fallen man 
which: would acquieſoe with the offers of Grace, 
f Grace itſelf did not begin, continue, and end 
the work. And this I have again and again 
inſiſted upon, becauſe it is an invincible argument, 
| that all denial of perſonal Election and final 
| Perſeverance, is owing to the want of a ſufficient 
| acquaintance with man as a creature apoſtatized 
| 


from Gop, deſtitute of all good, and dead in 
treſpaſſes and ſins. 


| | FP 
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